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Search Party is a beta-version web based 

application that enables teachers to view how 

students search for information on Google. 

Teachers sign into the tool through a Gmail account 

and can create an “Activity” that is split into specific 

search tasks. When an activity is created, it is 

assigned a code that teachers can give to students 

to enter the activity. When students enter the code, 

they can view and complete each task and teachers 

can monitor student activity. 

 

 
SETTING AND MATERIALS 

Who? 4th grade science students 

Where? School computer lab 

 

 

 

PREPARATION 

WHY SEARCH PARTY? 

Search Party enables teachers to  

 See the process their students are taking to 
search through Google 

 View overall trends in students’ search 
techniques 

 See how many steps it takes for students to 
complete a search 

 Observe when a student feels that an action is 
successful, and what answers find from the 
search 

 View students’ searches individually as well as 
overall class statistics 

The instructor will have to complete some 

preparation tasks in Search Party prior to the 

lesson: 

1. Log in as teacher through  

    http://search-party.appspot.com  

2. Click “Create Activity” 

3. Enter the activity and class name 

4. Provide a description of the activity that 

    students will view 

5. Break the assignment into search tasks 

    and describe each task if necessary. 

6. Press “Create activity” and copy the  

    activity code from the upper right hand 

    corner. 

 

 

 

 

 

How long? One 45 minute session 

Materials? One computer per student.  

       Gmail address for teacher 

 

 

 

Step 2 

Step 3 

Step 4 

Step 5 

Goal 1:  Introduce students to a new 

unit of electricity  

Goal 2: Test students’ search behavior 

 

 

 

TEACHER VIEW: PREPARING ACTIVITY 

http://search-party.appspot.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROCEDURE FOR STUDENTS 

1. Students log into SearchParty as a  
      student and enter their name and the  
      activity number to access the tasks 
2. Students can select task to complete in  
      the upper left hand corner 
3. Students enter search in search bar 
4. When they click on a link, students can  
 check it as helpful or not helpful 
5. When they want to, they can enter a 
      response and notes for the task. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STUDENT VIEW 

Step 

2 

Step 

3 

Step 

5 

 View trends in activities while search is  
 occurring and personally assist students 
 who report many unhelpful links, are 
 taking lots of time to complete the task, or 
 produce problematic responses. 
 

 Analyze statistics after the lesson to  
 observe trends and formulate an approach  
 to the next lesson. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPTIONS FOR TEACHERS 

TEACHER 
VIEW: 
ANALYSES 

EXAMPLES 


